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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — OPENING 
43. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to Perth Children’s Hospital and the frustration that mothers like me are feeling that the hospital is still not 
open. Can the minister advise the house on how construction of the hospital has been managed and can the minister 
update the house on the progress of the opening of the hospital? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for Belmont for her question. She, like a lot of parents of young children, is anxious to see that 
this hospital is delivered, and is delivered in a way that continues to provide excellent services to the people of 
Western Australia. It is extraordinary that the Leader of the Opposition should say that we snuck into office. I can 
see a stampede of members around us. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: He meant sleazed your way in. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I refer to standing order 92 on impugning people’s reputations. That language was 
disorderly. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I withdraw. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr R.H. COOK: As the Premier said, many of us on this side of the chamber have been left to clean up the mess 
left behind by the Liberal–National government. As I said at every stage in the lead-up to the election, getting to 
the bottom of what went on with this hospital is going to be a priority for the Treasurer and me, as we try to sort 
out the complete mess that you guys made of this particular project. The Premier made a solemn commitment on 
coming into office. He called for the new government to take control of this project, to sort out the mess, to resolve 
the issues around the lead and to be completely open and accountable to the people of Western Australia, providing 
information so that the people of Western Australia can see what went wrong. Today I will be seeking leave to 
table a document that provides more details about the information that has been made available to government in 
relation to the lead issue. It makes very interesting reading. I have often been interested in the quote from the 
Leader of the Opposition, who on 25 April said — 

“I categorically deny that I was ever briefed on the existence of the dead leg or the sampling or the 
findings that there were excessive levels of lead and other contaminants in the dead leg,” 

It is very interesting that we should find briefing documents to the government on both 11 October and 8 November 
explicitly discussing the issues relating to the dead leg. This provides fundamental proof that the Leader of the 
Opposition, as the minister responsible for this project, was either incompetent or not open and honest with the 
people of Western Australia. There are also other concerning observations relating to the advice that was provided 
to government. These documents also show information from departments to the government about the lead issues. 
In one piece of advice—this goes to 4 October—the Department of Health makes the observation — 

… a number of public statements made by both the Premier and Treasurer that infer that the issue has 
been satisfactorily resolved.  

That is the issue of the lead. The department states —  
No such reassurance has been provided at any stage by EHD, or to our knowledge by JH or Ecosafe. 
DOH is unaware of the basis of the public statements, nor on whose recommendation they were made. 

This is a very clear indication that those on the other side have fundamentally failed to be open and honest with 
the people of Western Australia, but it also shows — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: When did you find out? 
Mr R.H. COOK: I found out on the day I got my first briefing and I said to the department, “Now, what about 
this dead leg that has been talked about so much?” The department said, “No, the dead leg was shut off 
in September”. I said, “Okay; fair enough.” It is clear that those on the other side have a problem with 
accountability and honesty. Those on the other side fundamentally failed the people of Western Australia in 
managing this complex project. As I said, we have taken control. We are resolving the lead issues at the hospital 
by undertaking the orthophosphate treatment process. I look forward to providing further information to the public 
about that. I give a commitment to the people in Parliament and the people of Western Australia that we will open 
this hospital when it is safe to do so and in the quickest possible time for commissioning. We will not continue to 
mislead the people of Western Australia; we will not continue to cover up. We will get the job done. 
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